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To the remark we reply, True enough, apparently ; and to the ques- 
tion we must answer, We do not know, — we never tried to write a 
novel, and if we had, we should probably know no better ; but from 
what we have read of the best of Miss Kavanagh's works, (always except- 
ing Daisy Burns, a book so inferior in tone and style that it is difficult to 
believe it the work of the same brain that produced the rest,) we have 
faith that she can write a novel in which the story shall not depend 
upon a forced incident, or a want of consistent action on the part of 
her heroine ; and we hope some time to read such a one. We, too, 
love Grace Lee. She is a noble conception, and it is perhaps the 
jealousy which one sometimes feels on behalf of a friend which makes 
us unwilling to grant that she would not, in real life, have been one of 
those " who always do the right thing at the right moment." 

To those who have not read this book we can recommend it as ex- 
tremely interesting, and among the few of its kind to which one may 
often resort as to a pleasant hour with an agreeable friend. The style 
is free, easy, forcible, and at times even singularly natural. The plan 
of the story, as it seems to us, is very striking and original. 



5. — Elements of Analytical Geometry. By William Smyth, A.M., 
Professor of Mathematics in Bowdoin College. Boston : Carter & 
Bazin. 1855. 

This is a revised and enlarged edition of a treatise upon the Mod- 
ern Analysis, or the application of Algebra to Geometry, which had 
been for some time in use, and which was no longer to be obtained in 
print. It is one of a series of books on the several subjects of Alge- 
bra ; Plane Trigonometry, with its Applications to Surveying and Nav- 
igation; Analytical Geometry; and The Elements of the Differen- 
tial and Integral Calculus, which Professor Smyth has prepared with 
special reference to the course of study pursued in Bowdoin College ; 
but which is admirably adapted to the wants of the more advanced' 
pupils in academies and high schools. The advantage of this trea- 
tise over most others upon the same subject, so far as relates to the 
purposes of elementary instruction, consists in its greater clearness and 
conciseness, and in the aptness and fulness of its illustrations. It be- 
gins with an explanation of the Ancient or Geometrical Analysis, and 
a comparison between that and the Modern, showing in what respects 
they differ, and in what respects the latter is preferable to the former. 
It then proceeds to the construction of algebraic expressions, the 
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algebraic solution of determinate problems, the demonstration of geo- 
metrical theorems, and, finally, to the investigation of the properties of 
curves of the second degree, and the construction of Geometrical 
Loci. It concludes with explanations and demonstrations relating to 
Geometry of three dimensions. 

The whole series is commended to the notice of both learners and 
teachers. 



6. — Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography. Edited by Wil- 
liam Smith, LL.D. Vol. I. London : Walton and Maberly. 1854. 
8vo. pp. 1108. 

England is the only country which possesses at once the learning 
and the practical ability to produce such a work as this. She has, too, 
the right to do it ; for it is principally her scholars and travellers whose 
researches have made it possible. It is not without pride in our mother 
country that we see the writings of Leake, Mure, Gell, Fellows, Eaw- 
linson, Layard, and other Englishmen, referred to throughout as the 
most thorough and trustworthy sources of information. But. the late 
important labors of Germans are by no means overlooked by the com- 
pilers, and the works of Forchhammer, Curtius, Ross, Ulrichs, Momm- 
sen, and others, have been carefully used. The book is also remarkably 
free from the typographical errors, and incorrect dates and citations, 
which disfigure the others of this series of Dictionaries. But it would 
be unjust to the American public to suffer some inaccuracies — unac- 
countable to say the least — to pass unnoticed; or to recommend the 
work as without faults. The first we will mention is not only ridic- 
ulous in itself, but fails to impart information. P. 264 a, "None of 
the houses were more than one story high, and the upper stories often 
projected over the streets." The second clause of this remarkable de- 
scription is a literal translation from Boeckh's " Staatshaushaltung der 
Athener " (Vol. I. p. 92 of the German edition of 1851), and may, 
therefore, be accepted ; the first clause rests perhaps upon some less 
reliable authority. A trifling mistake on page 410. a, ten lines from 
the bottom, is the printing of west for east. P. 413. b, the river 
(Eroe is said to rise in Mount Helicon, instead of Mount Cithseron. P. 
304. a, "Wordsworth was, we believe, the first writer who pointed out 
the identity of Lycabettus and the Hill of St. George." Wordsworth's 
work was published in 1836 ; but in 1832, Forchhammer, in a letter to 
K. O. Miiller, (published in 1833 under the title "Zur Topographic 



